My charge to the panelists, with respect to both oral and written tradition, was quite broad: "You are asked to reflect on significant experiences during your tenure of that office, in particular as they reflect on the state of computational linguistics then and now, and perhaps with some suggestions for what the future will bring." The written responses are varied, as you can see; I am sure that the oral responses will prove to be equally so.
To provide some perspective--and record some history, I am attaching a synopsis of "officers, editors, committees, meetings, and program chairing" (please let me know about errors!).
It is interesting to note the names of people--many of whom are still prominent in the field, the practices associated with our annual meetings, and our publication history.
I will comment on the latter two.
Our first meeting was held in conjunction with the 1963 ACM National Conference, but it is clear that our primary allegiance has been with the Linguistic Society of America, since we met seven times in conjunction with its summer meetings.
For a period, we alternated between the LSA and the Spring Joint Computer Conference--and actually included that schedule in our membership flyer.
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